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Highgrove Sheriff eliminated years 
ago but Assessments still goes on!!!

We still see the Sheriff car driv-
ing around in Highgrove but did 
you know that it is not the dedicated 
Highgrove Sheriff position that was 
approved by voters back in 1991, 
1992, and re-affirmed in 1997? 
About 10 different Sheriff Deputies 
have filled that position during the 
last 25 years but the Sheriff Deputy 
that was exclusive to CSA 126E in 
Highgrove was eliminated several 
years ago. Today we are still pay-
ing $120.00 per year, per parcel that 
appears on our property tax bills 
for the Sheriff position that we no 
longer have! If we do not pay our 
property taxes in full, our taxes will 
become delinquent and a lien could 
be put on the properties that do not 
pay.  

We still have regular Sheriff’ 
coverage in Highgrove similar to 
the rest of Riverside County but 
previously, when we had our own 
Highgrove Deputy assigned exclu-
sively to Highgrove, the Deputy got 
to know the people who belonged 
here and those who did not! The 
extra Highgrove Deputy was as-
signed exclusively to the east side 
of the freeway and was in addition 
to the regular Sheriff coverage ev-
erybody else in Riverside County is 
entitled to. We assessed ourselves 
for our own Deputy and the Riv-
erside County Sheriff Department 
assigned one of their Deputies to 
Highgrove for about a year at a time 
to cover the small 3 1/2 square mile 
area east of the freeway. As an un-
incorporated community in River-
side County, Highgrove is entitled 
to 1.04 Deputys per thousand resi-
dents without the additional Sheriff 

Cont. on P. 7

            For more information please call Dena @ (951) 205 9927               	
                              or Rebekah @ (951) 233 9252

Every Highgrove property 
owner east of the freeway 
should read this article!

coverage. 
The population of Highgrove on 

both sides is approximately 4,000 
people, not including Spring Moun-
tain Ranch.

Back in 1991, Highgrove was 
the first unincorporated community 
in Riverside County to authorize a 
self-imposed annual assessment of 
$120.00 per parcel to pay for an ex-
tra Sheriff Deputy on the east side 
of the freeway. This worked well 
for many years but when the High-
grove Sheriff position was eliminat-
ed, none of the parcel owners were 
given written notice. Taxpayers still 
have not received written notice 
from the Riverside County Asses-
sor, Riverside County Board of Su-
pervisors, or the Riverside County 
Sheriff Department that the dedi-
cated Highgrove Sheriff position 
was eliminated but the assessment 
is still being collected to pay for the 
Sheriff that we no longer have! 

When the position was elimi-
nated, the voters should have been 
given the opportunity to vote again. 
Three possible choices come to 
mind for the voters to decide:

1. Eliminate the $120.00 fee and 
the extra Highgrove Sheriff posi-
tion.

2. Vote for an increase in parcel 
fee to cover the increased cost of 
the Highgrove Sheriff.

3. Reduce the amount of hours 
of the Highgrove Sheriff so we can 
stay within our budget.

Unfortunately none of these 
choices were offered to the voters. 
The Highgrove Sheriff was created 
and approved in writing by the vot-
ers in 1992 and again in 1997 by a 
ballot of the people, by the people 
and for the people who pay the as-
sessment. Eliminating the Sheriff 
position without proper written no-
tification to those who pay the as-
sessment is not only unfair but is 
probably also illegal. We are being 
taxed for something we do not have 
which some people feel is “Taxa-
tion without Representation” .

A copy of the Feb. 21, 1992 bal-
lot stated: “The need for extended 
police protection will be decided 
with this ballot”.  It said nothing 
about Park Maintenance, Landscap-
ing, or Recreation which was added 
later because there was no park at 
that time. The 1992 ballot can be 
seen on page 12.       (Cont. on right)

Potential Income denied!
The new parcels in the Spring 

Mountain Ranch development con-
sists of 1,409 new homes that used 
to be citrus groves. All of the new 
Spring Mountain Ranch homes are 
within the CSA 126E boundaries 
but the new homes are not pay-
ing the $120.00 assessment. Other 
members of our community have 
been paying $120.00 per year for 
25 years for each parcel whether it 
is residential, business property, or 
vacant land and we depended on the 
new Spring Mountain Ranch par-
cels to help pay for our Highgrove 
Sheriff. 

1,409 new parcels in Spring 
Mountain Ranch at $120.00 per  
parcel would be annual income of 
$169,080.00 that would help pay 
for the Highgrove Deputy to serve 
all of the existing residents in High-
grove plus the new homes in Spring 
Mountain Ranch. The $169,080.00 
is addition to the amount being col-
lected from the old part of High-
grove.

On April 13, 2016 I received a 
reply from the Riverside County 
Auditor-Controller’s Office about 
my request for the numbers of par-
cels paying the Sheriff Assessment 

and the amount collected for the 
last several years.  

Here is the information I re-
ceived from the Auditor’s office:                               
Year                                Amount                       	
2008-09       CSA 126E                  $132,600.00  
2009-10  CSA 126E    $132,960.00
2010-11  CSA 126E    $132,840.00
2011-12  CSA 126E    $132,840.00
2012-13  CSA 126E    $132, 840.00
2013-14  CSA 126E    $132,840.00
2014-15  CSA 126E    $132,930.00
2015-16  Park & Rec.  $651,592.46

              Total       $1,581,442.46      
The last figure (2015-16) in-

creased by over $518 Thousand dol-
lars and none of that figure  includes 
sheriff services? And the CSAE 
designation has been changed on 
our tax bills that now shows CSA 
126, PARK & REC LNDSCPE. 
Remember the orriginal ballot was 
for additional Sheriff protection as 
shown on page 12. From 2008-09 to 
2014-15 the auditor’s figures show 
that  $929,850.00  has been collect-
ed for Highgrove account # CSA 
126E. But the Sheriff Dept. and the 
County do not know when the last 
day the Highgrove’s Deputy was on 
duty.  The fee should have stopped 
the day after the Sheriff was elimi-
nated. 
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Contact: (951) 951-241-7221

HIGHGROVE HAPPENINGS
Highgrove Community Park Hours: Dawn to Dusk

THE NORTON YOUNGLOVE COMMUNITY CENTER
459 Center Street- Highgrove   web site: www.nycchighgrove.com

Highgrove Community Center Hours:  Mon-Thur 8am-4pm; Fri 8am-2pm

Program Coordinator 

Leila Santamaria 

Clerical  Volunteers             

Priscilla Burton,  Jack Aboytes, 

Rosie Navarro and Cynthia Kupfer 

 

“Family Service Association’s Mission is to provide quality human services, child development, hous-
ing and senior services to residents of the Inland Empire and Desert 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

Monday thru 
Thursday 

8AM to 4PM 

Friday 8AM to 2PM 

Whether you are  having 
a wedding, birthday, 
anniversary, company or 
church event;   our ban-
quet hall is the place for 
you. Room capacity is 150 
people at a rate of  $100 
per hour (Kitchen availa-
ble for additional  flat 
rate cost). Security  need-
ed with all rental event 
(additional cost). To 
reserve your party's date 
a $200 non-refundable 
deposit is required. For 
further details contact 
center at 951 241-7221   

Aerodance Exer-
cise 

Mon-Thurs 9am-
10am   $3.00/per 
class.  

Sewing Class  

$7.50 per class Wed 
10:30-1:30 Call San-
dra 951-616-7787 for 
project materials 
info and clothing 
alteration services.  

3-D Gelatin Mold-
ing Class 

5 students mini-
mum  sign up  to 
schedule classes. 
$15 class/10 class 
course. Completion 
Certificate awarded 

Polynesian Dance 
Class 

AM Wed Spon-
sored by Regal 
Medical Group 10-11 
$0 COST for  Regal 
Med Members $2 
for non Regal mem-
bers . PM Mon & 
Wed 7:15-8:15pm- 
Fri 6:30-7:30pm $3 
per class or $8 per 
week 

The Art of Cake 
Decorating Bak-

ing Intensive 
course/25 classes. 

$15 per class. Info: Call  
Marivel 951-275-6815 . 5 
students minimum sign 
up to schedule  course 
Certificate Completion 

awarded 

Guitar Lessons by 
Pastor Nelson 

Thurs 3PM-4PM. –0– 
cost program, bring 
own guitar 

E-Taekwondo United  

(Taekwondo Class) 
Mon & Thurs. 6pm  For 
details please call Mas-
ter Elvis Chavez 909 - 
958-4799 or 909-954-
8511  

Square & Line Dance 

Tue 6:30pm $6 dona-
tion.  Info: 909-823-

0294 or 951-788-4245 
www.riversidesinglessw

ingers.com 

Zion Assembly 
Church of God 

 Sunday 11:00 AM. For  
more info call Pastor 

Pete Sarry 951-237-2337 

Sr. Nutrition Lunch 
Program 

Mon - Fri @11:30 AM  

$3 suggested donation 

     

Hello Community Members, 
Mother's Day in the United States is an annu-
al holiday celebrated on the second Sunday in May. 
Mother's Day recognizes mothers, motherhood 
and maternal bonds in general, as well as the positive 
contributions that they make to society. Although 
many Mother's Day celebrations world-wide have quite 
different origins and traditions, most have now been 
influenced by the more recent American tradition es-
tablished by Anna Jarvis, who campaigned for the holi-
day. Organized by Jarvis, the first official Mother's Day 
was celebrated at St. Andrew's Methodist Church 
in Grafton, West Virginia, which now holds 
the International Mother's Day Shrine.[2] Previous at-
tempts at establishing Mother's Day in the United 
States sought to promote peace by means of honoring 
mothers who had lost or were at risk of losing their 
sons to war. (Wikipedia free encyclopedia) 
Memorial Day isn't just about honoring veterans, 
its honoring those who lost their lives. Veterans had 
the fortune of coming home. For us, that's a reminder 
of when we come home we still have a responsibility to 
serve. It's a continuation of service that honors our 
country and those who fell defending it.  “Pete 
Hegseth”  Oberved—Center Closed May 30th 
May 5th 2-4:  Learn new skills and strategies to im-
prove child behavior hosted by FSA/Hope.  Child care , 
giveaways and refreshments will be provided. –0– cost. 
Class facilitated in Spanish. Call Dariana 951-686-1096 
for registration or questions. 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  Pancake Breakfast on May 7th 
7AM-12 Noon.  HIGHGROVE DAY from 9AM - 4PM 

Daily lunch for ages 60 and over  The Center offers a daily 
lunch for people 60 and over. It’s a great way  to meet 
new people and get familiar with our center and all the 
services we offer. Delicious meals are served Mondays 
through Fridays, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Partici-
pants are asked to fill out an information sheet. May 
6th 8AM ,7th 7AM and 20 8AM: Hosted by Ana with 
Assurance Wireless:  “ Come and get a free cell phone 
and a free service through Assurance Wireless! Don’t 
forget your government benefit card (medical, WIC, 
EBT, SSI, proof of income, etc.), and picture ID!!County 
Regional Medical Center Mobile Health Clinic is 
back ! 9AM - 2PM every 1st and 3rd Friday of each 
month:  RCRMC  will be here to answer your per-
sonal health questions and provide baselines assess-
ment which include Health screenings (blood pres-
sure /Diabetes-blood sugar screenings,) sick child vis-
its.  These health care services are being offered free as 
a community service to assist families, especially those 
who do not  have, or who have recently lost, their 
health insurance. 
Free or low cost Early Care and Preschool Pro-
grams call 951-342-3151. 

COME AND GET A FREE CELL PHONE!
When: May 6th   7th  and 20th 2016 
Where:  Norton Love Young Community Center
459 Center St Highgrove, 92507
What do you need to bring? 
*Proof of identity in form of either unexpired drivers License, passport, 
social security card and/or permanent resident card. 
*Your government benefit card such as: Medicaid/Medi-cal, CalFresh, 
Food Stamps or SNAP, SSI, TANF, Section 8, NSLP, WIC, CalWORKS 
or proof of income.     
See you there!!



ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US!
Now accepting Credit Card Payments!
You will find that our rates are very reasonable and now for your con-

venience we are accepting Credit Card 
Payments and Pay Pal!

For our advertising rates please feel free 
to call (951) 683-4994 or visit our website at 

www.highgrovehappenings.net click 
on the contact tab and open up the PDF file

Monthly newspapers are delivered to each Highgrove resident along 
with Public Offices and businesses in Highgrove, Grand Terrace, Colton, 
Riverside County and Riverside City.  

(A minimal transaction fees will be applied)

Report Illegal Trash Dumping!
Call Riverside County Waste Management

951-486 3200
or

1 800 870 6600
To report illegal dumping in Riverside County online:

http://user.govoutreach.com/riversideco/

 Sheriff Dept.:  (951) 776-1099  X 5 (Non emergency)
Capt. Jason B. Horton         (951) 955 2600   
Lieutenant Dave Kondrit    (951) 955 2632 

Hot line tips for Highgrove area:  (951) 955-2600

HIGHGROVE HAPPENINGS
HIGHGROVE SHERIFF REPORT

          May 2016 Page 3

During this rating period Highgrove had 
only one reported part one crime; a bur-
glary.  There were no rapes, arsons or ho-
micides.   
Lieutenant Dave Kondrit (951) 955 2632

If you live in Highgrove you need a T-Shirt that has our Highgrove 
logo on the front and a 1916 Highgrove citrus label on the back. Some 

say: “Where Center St. is the main street and Main St. is at the edge of 
town” Others say: Where half of our main street is in the next county”. 
     

 New Highgrove T-Shirts 
“Highgrove Song”

&
Music Video New “American Pride” 

T-shirts
  now available $10.00 each 

Give us a call!
(951) 683 4994(951) 683 4994

 Give us a call!

New Colors of Highgrove T-Shirts available!

CD      $3.00
DVD $10.00

•	 Use the letter slots inside your Post Office for your mail, or hand 	
	 it to a letter carrier.
•	 Pick up your mail promptly after delivery. Don’t leave it in your 	
	 mailbox overnight. If you’re expecting checks, credit cards, or 	
	 other negotiable items, ask a trusted friend or neighbor to pick 	
	 up your mail. 
•	 If you don’t receive a check or other valuable mail you’re expect	
	 ing, contact the issuing agency immediately. 
•	 If you change your address, immediately notify your Post Office 	
	 and anyone with whom you do business via the mail. 
•	 Don’t send cash in the mail. 
•	 Tell your Post Office when you’ll be out of town, so they can 	
	 hold your mail until you return. 
•	 Report all suspected mail theft to a Postal Inspector. 
•	 Consider starting a neighborhood watch program. By exchang-	
	 ing work and vacation schedules with trusted friends and neigh	
	 bors, you can watch each other’s mailboxes (as well as homes). 
•	 Consult with your local Postmaster for the most up-to-date regul	
	 ations on mailboxes, including the availability of locked central	
	 ized or curbside mailboxes.
•	 If you see a mail thief at work, call 911. Or if you believe your 	
	 mail was stolen, call the (Non-Emergency) number (951) 776 	
	 1099 immediately, then call Postal Inspectors at 877-876-2455 	
	 and press 3.

Tips on how to protect your mail
Comments from Lieutenant Kondrit abot mailbox theft:
“Unfortunately this is more common than ever. Eastvale had 55 separate 
incidents. When we caught our suspect they still had an entire mailbox in 
their apartment. That suspect admitted to making a living stealing mail.
Here are some recommendations to prevent and minimize the impact of 
mail theft:”

Nurturing Parenting  
for young dads and moms 

 

Fun interactive classes where you can: 

Build a stronger bond and relationship through fun and 
enjoyment 

Learn new skills and strategies to improve child behavior 

 

Giveaways and  
Refreshments will  

be provided  

 Cost:  FREE 
 Thursdays starting May 5th, 2016 

 2:00-4:00pm 

 Class will be facilitated in Spanish 

Norton Younglove Community Center 

459 Center St, Highgrove, CA. 92507 

 Child care is provided 

 For registration and/or questions contact 
Dariana Ortiz at (951) 686-1096 

*Free kid’s meal gift certificate from Applebee’s  for 
every child 

 



2129 3rd Street, Riverside, CA
(Corner  of  3rd & Kansas) 

TRANSMISSION TUNE-UP

• Change Fluid • Clean Screen
• Replace Pan Gasket • Check Adjustments

• Road Test
For most Foreign & American Cars

Light Duty Mini Vans & Trucks

$4450

SMART

BUDGET TRANSMISSION, INC. #1

951 683-0774

SPECIAL $
Coupon 
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Highgrove Day Car Show 
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( Where Fine Elegance Meets Old Fashioned Customer Service )

909-783-0143
22533 Barton Rd. ,Grand Terrace, CA 92313

Bobbie Kay Forbes
(909) 783-8888

BobbieKay@BarnettHomes.net
BobbieKayForbes@gmail.com

BRE #01004980

22365 Barton Rd Suite #204
Grand Terrace, CA 92313

Highgrove Day Vender
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Please visit our Highgrove Happenings website:

Advertising rates
The “Highgrove Happenings” advertising rates are the 

lowest rates in town. If you have already trained your dog 
to bring in the paper (like the one on the right) you can 
be assured that he won’t be lifting anything too heavy by 
bringing in our little newspaper. Some of the other larger 
newspapers are wasting just too many trees, especially in their Sunday 
edition. No one should ever ask their dog to lift something that heavy! 
Our little paper has lots of local news and we take pride in providing you 
with something free of charge that will fit in the bottom of your birdcage! 
Give us a call (951) 683 4994 or check out our web site for  pricing and 
sizes of our ads. Go to  www.highgrovehappenings.net and click on the 
contact us page.

www.highgrovehappenings.net

We have no reporters so we are asking for your 
help. You can be a reporter by just giving us a call or 
sending us an E-mail or a picture. Small town news is 
what we are all about and we want to encourage you to 
participate. We try to print positive things since there 
is so much bad news on TV and in other newspapers. 
Send us a story, take a picture or call us about something 
that is happening in Highgrove. (951) 683 4994

Call us !

Keep in touch: Send us your e-mail addresses to help us keep you in-
formed of activities and projects that effect our community. Send your 
address to:

highgrovenews@roadrunner.com
Notice: We have some Highgrove T-shirts in various sizes that have just 
been printed. They have the Highgrove logo on the front and a picture of 
a 1916 “Highgrove Brand” orange crate label showing Sugarloaf with 
an orange grove at it’s base. It states: Grown and Packed in Highgrove 
by Sugarloaf Orange Growers Assn., Highgrove. Call (951) 683 4994

                        Highgrove T-shirt prices reduced! (See P.3)

JAMES JAURIGUE
Certified Master Technician

ACURA
HONDA
LEXUS
NISSAN
INFINITY

983 Center St.
Highgrove, CA 92507

(951)781-7633

TOY TECH
Auto Repair

Specializing In Toyota

22400 Barton Rd. Suite 1
Grand Terrace, CA 92313

Hours:
Monday: 7am - 8pm

Tues - Sat: 7am - 9pm
Sunday: 8am - 4pm909-783-3106

Purchase of at least one beverage required.  
Not valid with any other coupon.

TUESDAY SPECIAL

25% off
entire check for local residents
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Tacos El Jr. #6

126 Iowa Ave., Highgrove (951) 683-5921

Open Daily 9-9
Family Restaurant
Serving Breakfast, 

COCKTAILS
Margaritas, 

Piña Colada, Daiquiri, 
WineBanana Splits & 

Deserts

And who made the new homes 
in Spring Mountain Ranch exempt 
from the CSA 126E fees? These 
fees were in place many years be-
fore any of the new homes were 
built! Remember the 1997 ballot 
said: “all parcels in CSA 126 Zone 
A” should pay the special tax!

If almost one million dollars 
have been collected from High-
grove taxpayers for the last several 
years to pay for our own Highgrove 
Deputy Sheriff that we did not have, 
then why did page 2 of the Jan. 12, 
2016 audit only show a balance of 
$287,455 at the end of the fiscal 
year 2014/2015? Where did all of 
the money go?

Also needed is an explanation 
why the landscaping costs went 
from $37,482 in 12/13 then jumped 
to $163,992.

What could possibly require 
an increase of $126,510.00 for 
park maintenance?  We only have 
one park! The audit states: “This 
was primarily due to additional 
funds being spent for landscaping 
($100K more than normal) and an 
additional 100K being spent on 
park maintenance”.

Page 1 of the audit refers to the 
CSA staff:  “Their primary respon-
sibilities are landscape mainte-
nance of orange groves at Highway 
215 and Center Street, medians at 
Iowa and Center Street, Graffiti 
removal and reporting street light 
outages”.

Page 9 has color photos of the 
medians, graffiti, and pictures of 

the Highgrove Community Park.

This problem has gone on too 
long and our 2015/2016 tax bills 
still show the assessment on our 
properties to be $120.00 per year. 
But now instead of stating it is for 
CSA 126E like in the past, the as-
sessment now states it is for: CSA 
126, PARK & REC LAND-
SCAPE. Check your tax bills and 
go back several years.

How can these fees be changed 
and diverted into Park & Recreation 
Landscaping when the original in-
tent was for an additional Sheriff 
Deputy in Highgrove? (See Page 
12)

Several suggestions have been 
made that include a refund of all of 
the money that has been collected 
starting on the day after we lost our 
designated Highgrove Sheriff, a 
lawsuit, a Grand Jury Investigation, 
or going to the Press-Enterprise, or 
Television investigative reporters. 

Another possible solution may 
resolve this problem:

The Sheriff Dept. and County 
owe the existing part of Highgrove 
(CSA 126E) several years of ser-
vice they have already paid for but 
didn’t receive. On the other hand, 
the new Spring Mountain Ranch 
homes are also within CSA 126E, 
but they have not paid anything into 
the fund to pay for the extra Sheriff.

The $120.00 annual fee should 
be stopped after the 2015/2016 fis-
cal year on the existing properties 
that have already paid the fees!

Starting in the 2016/2017 fiscal 
year the Spring Mountain Ranch 
homes, and any other new future 
parcels that are created after this 
agreement, should be required to 
pay into the Highgrove Sheriff fund 
until the equivalent amount of reve-
nue is reached that their Highgrove 
neighbors have paid.

Example:
Using the assessor’s figures:
Between 2008 and 2015 the ex-

isting parcels in Highgrove CSA 
126E have already paid a total of 
$929,850.00 and these fees should 
stop. Then an assessment should be 
levied on the new parcels in Spring 
Mountain Ranch and other future 
developments that have not paid 
into the fund. These parcels would 
be required to pay $120.00 per par-
cel per year until the equivalent 
amount of $929,850.00 is paid into 
the Highgrove CSA 126E Sheriff 
fund.

This would balance the scales 
of justice because the existing par-
cels have been charged too much 
and the new parcels have not been 
charge anything.

On the date of this agreement 
the existing hourly rate for a Sheriff 
Deputy would be used to determine 
the amount that Spring Mountain 
Ranch or any other new parcels 
would be charged the assessment.

The present rate for the fiscal 
year 2015/2016 according to the 
Riverside County Sheriff Dept. is 
currently $127.60 per hour. (Based 
on 40 hours per week the annual 

cost is $265,408.00). But the rate 
will increase for the 2016/2017 
fiscal year to $137.14 per hour 
which amounts to an increase of 
$19,843.20 meaning the 2016/2017 
annual cost will be  $285,251.20 us-
ing these figures. All of the parcels 
in CSA 126E would then have a 
Sheriff Deputy that would include 
the old part of Highgrove, Spring 
Mountain Ranch, and any other 
new developments.

After the new parcels have paid 
the same amount as the old part of 
CSA 126E,  another vote could be 
taken to eliminate the assessment, 
increase the assessment, reduce the 
assessment, increase the Sheriff 
coverage or reduce the Sheriff cov-
erage. 

During this equalization period, 
if the City of Riverside decides to 
consider annexing Highgrove, the 
annexation should be postponed 
until this local issue is resolved.

Please read additional informa-
tion on this subject by going to: 
www.highgrovehappenings.net and 
clicking on “Latest Issue” and read 
the March 2016 issue of the High-
grove Happenings Newspaper.
Your input is requested. 
Please call R. A. “Barney” 
Barnett
 (951) 683 4994 or
highgrovenews@roadrunner.com          
Color photos on P. 9
History of Highgrove Deputy 
Sheriff P. 12
Assessor’s chart on P. 13

Parcel Fee    Cont. from P. 1

HIGHGROVE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Highgrove Elementary School is gathering coins to help fund  a 
college scholarship of a graduating senior. Help 
us put some $$ into the hands of a North High 
School graduate! This fund has NO LIMITS (just 
like our motto!). The more coins we gather the 
more $$ we can give away! 

For an application please visit our 
school website at www.rusdlink.
org/Domain/18.  Thank you!  Delia 
Murillo

Geological Rambles and 
Rumbles

By Robert Fakundiny
State Geologist Emeritus, New York

Cont. on P. 11

RUBIES AND SAPPHIRES: gem 
varieties of CORUNDUM
The last few articles have discussed 
many of the minerals and gems 
found in pegmatites on the south-
ern side of the San Jacinto Moun-
tains (SJM) within the Southern 
California Batholith (SCB; fig. 1). 
The northwestern and western sides 
of those mountains contain other 
gems, notably rubies and sapphires, 

which are the gem varieties of co-
rundum, generally a dull-colored 
aluminum oxide mineral that is used 
in abrasives, mostly emery, because 
of its extreme hardness. 
Corundum is one of the hardest 
natural materials (Mohs hardness 
9), second only to diamond (Mohs 
hardness 10) and moissanite, a rare 
silicon carbide (Mohs hardness 
9.25). The crystal form of corundum 
is trigonal, like tourmaline, both of 
which are in the hexagonal family

909-824-0220
22400 Barton Rd. Suite 3 Grand Terrace, 

A Family Consignment Shop
Antiques, Clothes, Collectibles,
Furniture, Tools, Toys, Books

New 2 You
20% OFF

Your Shopping 
with items 
donated!

http://vpbuyhouses.com/
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MISSION GATE 

7594 GRAY OWL DRIVE 

RIVERSIDE, CA 92507 

(951) 274-0139

PRESIDIO POINT 

20549 CROOKED BRANCH STREET 

RIVERSIDE, CA 92507 

(951) 274-0745

Information is accurate as of the date of the publication. Models do not reflect racial preference. Not all features are available in all homes. Subject to change without notice.

 

MODELS NOW OPEN

Sky. Hills. HOME.

Step outside. Spring Mountain Ranch is an amazing new community surrounded by scenic 

foothills and close to historic downtown Riverside. There are a variety of parks and pathways—perfect  

when you’ve got a little extra time on your hands and your feet are looking for something to do.  

Here, you’re minutes to schools, job centers and shopping. 

New neighborhoods at Spring Mountain Ranch feature open floor plans, energy-efficient design  

and stylish entertainment areas, all in the ideal setting for families and anyone who loves natural scenery 

and outdoor recreation.

Learn more at SpringMountainRanch.com

Neighborhoods in Spring Mountain Ranch
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This graffiti was painted over by the business owner for the 2nd time in 2 
months because Riverside County no longer paints over graffiti on private 
property. The audit states the EDA is responsible for its removal but it has 
been transferred to the property owner or business owner to paint over.

The median in the parking lot at the Norton Younglove Community Center
has no vegetation that requires maintenance.

The following statement was taken from the audit we  received from 
the county:

“On the expendature side, the expendatures for FY 12-
13 and FY 13-14 were in the $200K range, with FY 14-15 
showing a dramatic increase to $388K. This was primarily 
due to additional funds being spent for landscaping ($100K 
more than normal) and an additional $100K being spent 
on park maintenance”

The Park & Recreation/Landscaping costs increased by $518,738.75 
last year.The vegitation has not been replaced with drought tolerant land-
scaping like mentioned in the audit and there is no more Pony Baseball 
or other programs in our park. We only have one park and for that price 
we should have shrubs without holes and trails paved with gold! 

                                                                                                 See P. 13

This BAR-B-Q area has not been properly maintained and needs weeding.
The annual assessment of $120.00 per parcel has been shown on our prop-
erty tax bills for many years as: CSA 126E. But this was changed this year 
on our tax bills to: CSA 126, PARK & REC LNDSCPE.
From 2008 to 2015 the anount shown collected by the auditor averaged 
$132,835.71 but this year shows $651,592.46 which is an increase of
$518,738.75 that has been collected for park fees that does not include any 
money collected for the Highgrove Sheriff position that was eliminated.
       Please turn to page 13 for chart from Auditor-Controller’s office. 

The audit we received from Riverside County states that the Economic 
Development Agency’s primary responsibilities include the “medians at 
Iowa and Center street, Graffiti removal” This is the median on Iowa 
Ave. where no maintenance is needed and how it still looks today!

Iowa Ave. Median

Feb. 8, 2016

C h i c  B o u t i q u e  a t
H o n e y  H i l l s

2240 Barton RD., Suite 21
Grand Terrace, CA

[909] 825-8573 $5 off  
With purchase 

REMEMBER MOM
MAY 8, 2016
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Bauman’s 
Building 
Supply
3199 Kansas Ave.

Riverside, CA 92507
Phone: (951) 686-5732

Fax: (951) 686-5740

Professional Nail Touch for:
Ladies & Gentlemen

909-370-1704

HOURS
Mon/Sat 9 am - 7 pm

Sunday CLOSED

22488 Barton Rd.
Suite 102

Grand Terrace, CA 

AMERICAN NAILS

$200 off
New set

of Gel Manicure
Gary Dent

Highgrove Resident
393 W. La Cadena Dr, Suite #1
Highgrove, CA 92501

COMMUNICATIONS INNOVATIONS
2-Way Communication Specialists

Sales • Service • Rentals
Authorized Kennwood Sale & Service

(951)-784-5468
Fax (909)-784-2802

BE CAREER READY
IN 6 MONTHS OR LESS!

1-800-561-MCSE
www.cta.edu  (6273)

Inland Empire and Temecula Campuses

Southern California’s Provider of Career Computer Training!

CALL NOW! START TOMORROW!
100% FLEXIBLE TRAINING – YOU WILL GET CERTIFIED!

The nation’s only computer training provider 

FINANCIAL AID TO THOSE WHO QUALIFY!

GI BILL
APPROVED!

for your 
service

Highgrove MAC meeting April 20, 2016
7:00 PM Highgrove Library, 530 Center St. Highgrove. Public invited! Bring a friend!
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LOW MONTHLY RATES, ON SITE SHREDDING, MONTHLY YARD SALES,
COMMERCIAL DELIVERIES ACCEPTED, SALVATION ARMY DROP-SITE.
WIDE AISLES FOR EASY ACCESS, DRIVE UP/GROUND LEVEL UNITS,
KNOWLEDGEABLE AND COURTEOUS STAFF, CLEAN AND SECURE 
PROPERTY.
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909~420~0041

1320 E. Washington Ave.
Colton, CA 92324

Home Style cooking
Our food is cooked to order, so please 

allow a little extra time!

Dine In   Take Out
Drive -Thru
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 The gardening bug bit me rather 
late in life.  I’d never had the chance 
really.  I’d spent the previous 30 
years living in apartments.  

I do have a friend who is an avid 
gardener.  Over many years, with 
great passion, she regaled me with 
her latest adventures in planting, 
using Latin genus and species in-
stead of calling a daisy a daisy.  She 
would fall into depression when 
one of her prize plants snuffed it.  
Rather a drama queen in my estima-
tion.  They were just plants after all.  

Then my life changed.  I remar-
ried.  My new husband came com-
plete with a house and a garden.  
Maybe garden isn’t the right word 
for the quarter acre piece of land on 
the south side of the house, which 
did not include the land around 
the house.  And it was on a corner 
lot larger than most others in the 
neighborhood.  Garden?  It was a 
small park! My husband showed 
me around the near empty lot.  The 
previous owner had allowed every-
thing to die.  Only a couple of new 
trees, some bushes along the fence, 
and rotted railroad ties that marked 
an extinct vegetable patch were 
scattered over the empty dirt lot.  
My husband had nursed the citrus 
trees in the back of the house back 
to life and planted a few roses in the 
front yard.  As we toured, I listened 
to his plans and dreams on how to 
make it a garden of delight.

 How hard could it be?’  I wanted 
to help make my husband’s dreams 
come true.  I had some dreams of 
my own.  I’d learned a few things 
from my Mother as a child.  My 
gardening friend had expounded 
loads of information over the years.  
It would be spectacular!  We got ad-
vice from the local nursery, bought 
the latest books, and together my 

Mother Nature and I
By: Sandra Maxwell
Copyright 2016

husband and I planned it all out in 
a computer program.  All we had 
to do was purchase the right plants, 
water them, and reap the praise 
from all our friends.  Right?

Wrong.  Mother Nature had other 
ideas.  It started when my favorite 
rose bush died and it felt like I’d 
lost a friend.  How could it have 
happened?  I’d taken great care of 
it, like it was a child.  Angrily I 
shook my fist at the heavens asking 
Mother Nature, why, why, why?  
The vision of Scarlet O’Hara stand-
ing in her ruined garden vowing 
never to go hungry again flashed 
through my mind and I lowered my 
fist.  Then I thought of my garden-
ing friend.  Perhaps she wasn’t such 
a drama queen after all. I girded 
my loins, put on my best garden-
ing gloves, grabbed a hoe and 
started out into no man’s land, de-
termined to win the battle between 
Mother Nature’s idea of a garden 
vs. my own.  The battle quickly es-
calated into war and my determina-
tion turned to iron will as I failed 
more than succeeded in executing 
our garden plans.  Where we put 
roses; She put crab grass. When 
we installed a lawn ornament; She 
sent a plague of gophers to knock 
it over.  We planted seeds; She told 
the birds they were lunch.   When 
an unusually hard frost hit one win-
ter causing the death of a third of 
our garden, I had to admit defeat.  It 
was over.  I had lost the war.

 With a heavy heart I walked 
through what was left of our gar-
den.  Dead trees stretched their 
blackened branches across the sun-
set sky.  All the bougainvillea bush-
es were brown and lifeless.  The 
roses would never bloom again.   
The many gopher holes resembled 
bomb craters.  Gullies caused by 
torrential winter rains gaped like 
the trenches of World War I.  I sat 
in despair in the arbor and gazed at 

       Cont.  on P. 13

Geological Rambles and 
Rumbles Cont. from P. 7

of crystals. As discussed further on, 
the trigonal nature of corundum al-
lows the formation of the luminous 
star seen in crystals that have been 
properly ground and polished to 
form star rubies and star sapphires. 
Corundum occurs in many geologi-
cal environments, but those within 
the SJM are found within pods of 
metamorphosed aluminum-rich 
sedimentary rocks (mostly mica 
schist) within the granitic rocks of 
the SCB. These pods are remnants 
of  older rocks that were intruded by 
the molten batholith, as discussed 
in an earlier article. Another source 
of corundum in Southern Califor-
nia is in the San Gabriel Mountains 
near Mount Baldy. 
Common corundum is rather dull 
looking, mostly gray or brown and, 
in some localities, coated with mica. 
Some of the SJM corundums have 
clear or blue cores, but most are not 
suitable for lapidary purposes. The 
crystals are commonly elongate 
with tapered ends and can grow 
to more than 6 inches long and 2 
inches in diameter. They have frac-
tures perpendicular to the long axis 
(called basal parting, fig. 2), much 
like tourmaline. Some corundum 
crystals are completely translucent 
and form rubies or sapphires. 
Corundum was discovered on the 
northwestern side of the SJM with-
in a couple of miles of the Potrero 
shaft entrance of the Metropolitan 
Water District aqueduct system 
near Cabazon in San Gorgonio 
Pass around 1924 (Mindat.org,  
http://www.mindat.org/loc-3526.
html). The area was visited again in 
1939 and later mined at times since 
1980. One of the most celebrated 
deposits is called the Mt. Edna site, 
reportedly near the earlier expo-
sures of corundum-bearing depos-
its, although its location is a secret. 
The SJM corundum localities are 
mostly at exposures of eroded hill-
side debris in which loose crystals 
can be found. Other localities lie 
on the western side of the SJM at 
Cahuilla (Coahuila) Mountain and 
on a hill near Winchester, on the 
Hemet plain (fig. 1). These western 
deposits are within pegmatites that 
also yield abundant andalusite, an 
aluminum silicate that has a trans-
parent gem variety; this grm has 
not been reported from Winchester, 
however.  

Red corundum of gem quality is 
called ruby; the blue variety is 
called sapphire, and clear crystals 
are called white sapphires. The clear 
variety is occasionally substituted 
for diamonds. Crystals of other col-
ors are generally lumped together 
as sapphires. A rare, pinkish-orange 
variety is called padparadsha. 
The trigonal crystal structure of 
corundum and, thus, of rubies and 
sapphires, allows needle-like inclu-
sions of minerals, such as rutile, 
to align into a three-plane orienta-
tion parallel to the long axis. This 
crystal structure channels light into 
a six-pointed star (fig. 3). Crystals 
of rubies and sapphires containing 
rutile needles that are aligned with 
the long axis are generally cut and 
polished to a rounded upper surface 
with a flat bottom (called en cabo-
chon cut, as opposed to facets). Ori-
enting the polished, rounded upper 
surface perpendicular to the long 
axis produces a six-pointed star of 
focused light, whereas orienting the 
rounded upper surface parallel to the 
long axis may produce a “cats-eye” 
or “tigers eye” effect rather than a 
star (fig. 3). Unlike other gems with 
inclusions, rutile needles in rubies 
and sapphires attest to the gems’ 
authenticity as natural specimens 
because synthetic versions do not 
contain these inclusions, although 
many specimens of rubies have had 
their color artificially enhanced by 
heat treatment. 
Rubies are the birthstone for July, 
and sapphires are the birthstone 
for September. Rubies derive their 
red color from chromium ions in 
the crystal structure (not the rutile 
inclusions); blue sapphires derive 
their color from iron and titanium 
ions. Aside from their use in jewel-
ry, rubies are used commercially in 
ruby lasers, and sapphires are used 
in optical components, wrist-watch 
crystals, movement bearings, and 
solid-state electronics.
In addition to rubies and sapphires, 
the SCB yields a variety of other 
rare and unusual gems, including 
topaz and tourmaline (see Febru-
ary and April issues) and kunzite, a 
pink spodumene. At the northeast-
ern edge of the SCB lie the Crest-
more quarries at Jurupa Valley (fig. 
1), with a multitude of rare minerals 
found in their marbles. A future ar-
ticle will discuss this unusual area 
and its mineral varieties. 
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History of Highgrove 
Deputy Sheriff! 

Here is the timeline!
Aug. 27, 1991: CSA 126 (High-

grove East) minutes state that: “The 
Sheriff’s Department will pick and 
assign an officer to the Highgrove 
area by 9-1-91 and will work out of 
the local substation, and will meet 
monthly with the Highgrove police 
protection subcommittee group”.

Feb. 21, 1992: Mail out ballot 
stated: “The need for extended po-
lice protection will be decided with 
this ballot”.

There was no mention for any of 
these funds going to Park Mainte-
nance or Landscaping because there 
was no park at this time.

Feb. 25, 1992: Results of the 
vote were sent in writing to the Riv-
erside County Administration Of-
fice   verifying that voters “voted to 
retain the police protection provid-
ed thru contracting with the River-
side County Sheriff’s dept.”

Spring 1994 issue of Highgrove 
Happenings: Rate of $100.00 con-
sidered but remained at $120.00 per 
year to use the surplus funds to hire 
an additional Deputy. “The extra 
deputy will work the two days per 
week when our present deputy is 
off, giving us a deputy eight hours 
per day, seven days a week”.

Spring 1995 issue of Highgrove 
Happenings: announced a meet-
ing on March 27, 1995 calling for 
expanding Highgrove Sheriff ser-
vice to the West side of CSA 126. 
“Presently the additional coverage 
is only on the east side. This meet-
ing is important and it will enable 
you to decide whether or not you 
want this additional protection”. 
The west side did not want the ad-
ditional Sheriff coverage.

Feb. 1997: Copy of Vote Yes 
flyer showing comments about a 
future park in Highgrove. “We’ll 
build it if you maintain it has been 
the policy of the Economic Devel-
opment Agency in regard to our 
Community Center and Park”

Feb 1997 issue of Highgrove 
Happenings: article about a future 
park in Highgrove and Proposition 
218.

March 1997 issue of Highgrove 
Happenings headline: $120.00 an-
nual assessment to be decided by 
Highgrove Voters 

July 1997 issue of Highgrove 
Happenings: A new ballot was re-
quired before distribution due to 
west side of CSA 126 not partici-
pating. “The election should only 
include registered voters from the 
east side of CSA 126. However, the 
west side was mistakenly included 
as well. This required action to 
correct the problem by only allow-
ing the registered voters on the east 
side to vote on the measure”.

July 1997: Impartial analysis of
Measure “T”

Copy of actual ballot showing: 
ALL PARCELS WITHIN CSA 
126 ZONE A

(Zone A is east of the I-215 free-
way)

August 1997 issue of Highgrove 
Happenings headline: High-

grove Measure “T” passes by 75.8 
% 

Nov. 1997 issue of Highgrove 
Happenings: Article by Highgrove 
Deputy Matt Cosgrove and Deputy 
Patty Ortiz about street gangs.

April 1999 issue of Highgrove 
Happenings: Article by Highgrove 
Deputy Matt Cosgrove about 
crime sweep

April 22, 2015: On my birth-
day, 3 of the Highgrove Municipal 
Advisory Council members went 
to Supervisor Tavaglione’s office 
for a meeting. There were 11 peo-
ple at the meeting that included Su-
pervisor Tavaglione, Captain Jason 
Horton of the Sheriff Department, 
other members of the County, and 
the Sheriff Department.

I laid out a 3 ft. by 5 ft. color 
aerial photograph on the table 
showing an overhead view of the 
Highgrove area. I pointed out that 
the blue line at the top was the San 
Bernardino/Riverside County Line 
and the red line at the bottom was 
the City of Riverside’s boundary 
line. All of the property between 
the blue line and red line, which 
includes all of the new homes in 
Spring Mountain Ranch, is within 
the CSA 126E known as High-
grove. Shortly thereafter Supervi-
sor Tavaglione had to leave for a 
dental appointment and missed part 
of the meeting.

August 5, 2015: Audit hand de-
livered to Supervisor Tavaglione 
at Board of Supervisors office by 
R. A. Barnett, Chmn. Highgrove 
Municipal Advisory Council.

January 7, 2016:  Captain Ja-
son Horton, Riverside Sheriff Dept. 
Jurupa Valley Station answered re-
quest from MAC Chmn. Barnett 
asking when the last day was that 
Sheriff Deputy Dean Colbert was 
assigned to Highgrove?

Captain Horton’s reply was: 
“the answer to your question is 
not exact, but the last full year was 
2008 with a partial portion of 2009 
according to my records. I don’t 
know the date of his last day”

January 12, 2016: Audit re-
ceived from County of Riverside 
that did not include many items 
requested.

February 17, 2016: Informa-
tion received from Special District 
Financing that “the total number 
of parcels levied for fiscal year 
2015-2016 were 1,337.

March 7, 2016: Meeting sched-
uled by Supervisor Tavaglione’s 
schedule maker Lilliana but Su-
pervisor Tavaglione never at-
tended. Two of our MAC members 

took off work to attend but instead 
of meeting with Supervisor Tava-
glione we met with his Chief of 
Staff, John Field and Jason Farin.

March 7, 2016: Chmn. of High-
grove MAC, R. A. Barnett sent 
e-mail to Supervisor Tavaglione 
about missing him at the meeting 
and requested an Op-Ed from him 
for our April Issue like we talked 
about last October. 

As of April 28, 2016, over 7 
weeks later, no Op-Ed has been re-
ceived.

March 9, 2016: Chmn. Bar-
nett requested that: “Ways to solve 
CSA P126E parcel assessment” 
be put on MAC agenda for March 
16, 2016 Highgrove MAC meeting. 
The CSA 126E audit was discussed 
under old business.

March 17, 2016: Chmn. Barnett 
called Lilliana and ask for another 
meeting with Supervisor Tava-
glione but Supervisor Tavaglione 
decided another meeting was not 
necessary because Mr. Field and 
Mr. Farin told him about the meet-
ing he missed on March 7, 2016. 
Barnett’s e-mail to Supervisor 
Tavaglione that afternoon stated in 
part: “Please read the information 
in the March issue of the High-
grove Happenings about this sub-
ject and give this subject the prior-
ity it deserves”.

March 2016 issue of Highgrove 
Happenings contained: Copy of 
audit that was given to Supervisor 
Tavaglione on Aug. 5, 2015 on pag-
es 1 and 4, Chmn. Barnett’s letter 
responding to audit received from 
Riverside County on pages 4 & 5. 
Copies of Barnett’s letter also sent 

to each MAC member; Supervisor 
Tavaglione; Sheriff Captain Jason 
Horton and Lieutenant Kondrit; 
Bill Brown, Riverside County Eco-
nomic Development Agency, and 
Samuel Wong Senior Management 
Analyst Riverside County Execu-
tive Office.

On page 5 is a list of 10 Sher-
iff Deputies who were assigned to 
Highgrove from 1991 to ????  and 
also is a copy of the request that 
was made before the 1997 bal-
lots were printed so  the vote on 
the SUPPLEMENTAL SHER-
IFF PROTECTION and MAIN-
TENANCE OF FUTURE PARK 
could be voted on separately. 

This separation was denied by 
the County and a copy of the 1997 
ballot that combined these 2 items 
is also shown on page 5 showing 
that the Sheriff and Park & Recre-
ation Services were combined on 
one ballot. 

On page 7 is an article titled: One 
three letter word can make a big 
difference. That word is “ALL” re-
ferring to “all parcels within CSA 
126 Zone A”.

Zone A is all parcels east of the 
I-215 freeway in the unincorpo-
rated part of Riverside County be-
tween the Riverside/San Bernardi-
no County Line on the north, and 
the city limits of the city of River-
side on the south.

Please read additional informa-
tion on this subject by going to: 
www.highgrovehappenings.net 
and clicking on “Latest Issue” and 
read the March 2016 issue of the 
Highgrove Happenings Newspa-
per.

Copy of 1992 ballot 
Shown Below!
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    Why am I forced to know who 
the Kardashians are?  Yes forced. 
When I turn on the TV in the morn-
ing to catch the weather for the day, 
I have to sit through endless reports 
on the comings and goings of the 
Kardashians, the woman of the year 
(Bruce Jenner), and whoever the 
hell Kanye West is. 
  When I’m at the checkout at 
Stater Bros., I am inundated by 
headlines of which celebrity is di-
vorcing, breaking up with, dating, 
getting engaged, or marrying. I’m 
told how big the diamond the bride 
was given, how much the wedding 
dress cost, who designed it, and 
how much the wedding cost. I’m 
informed of the security measures 
taken to prevent crashers, the curi-
ous, and the paparazzi, from intrud-
ing into the inner sanctum.
    If you go on Facebook to enjoy 
photos of your grandkids, it is im-
possible to not have to scroll past 
all manner of unwanted, unneeded, 
and unappreciated facts, or rumors, 
or just plane fiction about some 
ones favorite celebrity. 
    How did these celebrities become 
a celebrity? Oh gee! Someone has 
taken my sex tape and put it on the 
Internet, or sold it to a distributer. 
Who could that someone possibly 
be? From that humble beginning, 
I’m a celebrity.

Celebrity

    There are 
now and end-
less supply 
of new ce-
lebrities due 
to an endless 
number of re-
ality shows. 
We now have 
housewives of this or that town, ex-
wives of basketball/sports stars, ex-
wives of rock stars, whatever.
    All in all, we have a class of 
people who are famous for being 
famous. They are celebrities for 
no other reason that somehow they 
have become famous.
    Recently we have had real several 
celebrities pass away; Prince, Mer-
le Haggard, Doris Roberts, Harper 
Lee, and Patty Duke, to name a few. 
Accomplished, honored, innova-
tive, all words spoken during their 
lifetime as well as after their pass-
ing. These and others we mourn for 
losing their talent in our present. 
Still we can appreciate their tal-
ent long after their death. We will 
have the music of Prince and Merle 
Haggard, the film of Doris Roberts 
and Patty Duke, and the wonderful 
words of Harper Lee. 
    As for the other “celebrities”, I 
guess we will just have to trudge 
on being besieged by which moron 
they are going to vote for, what they 
use to remove wrinkles, how com-
mitted they are to global warming, 
and how devoted they are to their 
charities.

the destruction around me.  Tears 
came to my eyes.

From the dim recesses of my 
mind came an old memory.  It was 
that margarine commercial with 
Mother Nature raising her arms to 
the skies crying “It’s not nice to 
fool Mother Nature!” as lightning 
struck around her.  More like “fool 
WITH Mother Nature” I thought.  
I’d learned my lesson the hard way.  

My gardening now became…
philosophical.  I learned what She 
would allow to grow in my garden 
and I artfully planted more of it.  
Out came the dead hydrangeas and 
in went the rosemary.  All the roses 
were moved to the back where She 
made them flourish.  We added 
more fruit trees and She allowed 
them to flower and bear fruit.  
When plants died, it was fate and 
I respectfully put their corpses into 
the Compost Bin to become soil for 

(Mother Nature) Cont. From P. 11

future generations.  I am no longer 
afraid to try something new and 
hope for the best.  When it works, 
I’m ecstatic and thankful.  When 
it doesn’t, I’ve learned something 
new.

Now our garden flourishes, but 
not according to any plan of ours.  
I admit the garden Mother Nature 
built is wonderful.  It is filled with 
beautiful trees.  Lush bushes line 
the pathways and fragrant flow-
ers blossom everywhere.  A cac-
tus garden worships the sun in 
the back corner and a rock garden 
supports the birdbath in the front.  
There is a fountain and a couple of 
statues that add grace.  We built an 
arbor and a gazebo to join the park 
benches so we could sit and enjoy 
Mother’s garden of delights and its 
peaceful loveliness.  Birds sing and 
nest in our trees.  Lizards bathe in 
the sun.  Bees hum over the sage.  
Ladybugs bless our flowers.  And 
we have the praise of our friends.

Perhaps I’ve become a gardener 
after all.  A real gardener not the 
naïve woman with a hoe and a plan 
from a computer.  Although we 
still have our little disagreements 
over what should be planted and 
I suspect She’s only being toler-
ant of our yard ornaments, I enjoy 
working with Mother Nature.  I 
just smile and rely on her to show 
me the way.

I am content.

Hello Mr. Barnett,

This email is in response to your public information request for CSA 126E parcel counts from 2009-2015.  Attached please find a spreadsheet with the 
parcel counts as requested.  Also, for your convenience, I have pasted the information below:

FISCAL YEAR	 DISTRICT NUMBER	 DISTRICT NAME	                                    AMOUNT	 COUNT	
					   
FY 2008-09	                       68-1883	                              CSA 126E	                                               132,600.00	  1,107	
FY 2009-10	                       68-1883	                              CSA 126E	                                               132,960.00	  1,110	
FY 2010-11	                       68-1883	                              CSA 126E	                                               132,840.00	  1,109	
FY 2011-12	                       68-1883	                              CSA 126E	                                               132,840.00	  1,107	
FY 2012-13	                       68-1883	                              CSA 126E	                                               132,840.00	  1,107	
FY 2013-14	                       68-1883	                              CSA 126E	                                               132,840.00	  1,107	
FY 2014-15	                       68-1883	                              CSA 126E	                                               132,930.00	  1,108	
FY 2015-16	                       68-1883	                              CSA 126,PARK & REC LNDSCPE       651,592.46	  1,337	
		  (name changed)			 
* Source: Fixed Charge Special Assessments (PRPCA620)			 

If you need additional information, please let us know.

Sincerely,

Pam Elias
Chief Accountant
Property Tax Division
Riverside County Auditor-Controller’s Office
Mail Stop 1050
Tel (951) 955-0320 / Fax (951) 955-0338 
pelias@co.riverside.ca.us
www.auditorcontroller.org

Information received from Auditor-Controller’s office
about CSA 126E parcel fees!

Refer back to article 
       on page 9

Phil’s Philosophy
By Phil Turner
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WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOUR 
HOUSE IS WORTH? GIVE ME A CALL!

California Dreaming 
by Dr. Cynthia Williams,

HIGHGROVE HAPPENINGS

May is upon us.  Thank goodness!  
That means I survived another win-
ter, which admittedly, was milder 
and shorter than usual.  We were 
given a nice load of snow which 
was seriously needed and now the 
warmer weather is rolling in.  I'll get 
to start my very modest garden in a 
few weeks; our property is blessed 
with many ponderosa pines which 
is a lovely environment but makes it 
sun-challenged.  Growing anything 
other than a handful of herbs is an 
exercise in frustration.

 Mother's Day is coming. I am a 
great-grandmother (OMG!), grand-
mother and mother.  I find myself 
thinking about my grandmother, 
Momo, as a great-great grandmoth-
er and my mom when she was a 
great grandmother.  Mom was the 
mother to eight and grandmother 
and great-grandmother to a big bun-
dle of offspring.  I'd like to tell you 
about my mom. 

 Born September 27, 1928 in 
Shamrock, Texas, Hughee Marie 
Hogan was a beauty, known for her 
dark curly hair, long slender legs 
and beautiful features.  She grew 
up during the depression, living on 
the family ranch in Wheeler, in the 
panhandle of Texas.  Eventually 
the family moved to Brownsville, 
Texas.  At the end of WW II she 
started working for the phone com-
pany and then took a job in Hawaii 
for the military as a phone operator.  
She fell in love with the exotic loca-
tion, a love that was to last the rest 
of her life.  I remember her telling 
me she was so homesick- for Mexi-
can food.  She asked her mom to 
send her a care package of canned 
chilies, sauce and even canned corn 
tortillas.

 When she left Hawaii she started 
working for Pacific Bell in River-
side as a switchboard operator.   Her 
mom and sister moved from Texas 
and joined her at the phone compa-
ny.  The three of them had a great 

time working and playing.  They 
were very popular and had a great 
time with the social scene in River-
side in the late 1940's.  They hit the 
clubs, dancing and partying, where 
my mom earned the nickname 
"Legs" because of her long, slim, 
shapely legs and she was a fabulous 
dancer.  Along the way she met a 
suave, handsome US Air Force 
lieutenant stationed at March AFB.  
They danced, they fell in love and 
then she married Ernest "Bud" Wil-
liams in March 1952. 

 After Dad finished his Air Force 
tour they settled again in Riverside.  
By then I had come along and af-
ter that seven more kids within ten 
years.  After the fourth child we 
moved to Highgrove.  Mom had to 
use all her resources and talents to 
keep us all fed, clean and clothed.

 Mom was an incredibly creative 
and talented woman.  She could 
sew, crochet, knit, embroider, and 
did amazing things with craft ma-
terials.  She made most of our 
dresses, shorts, tops, sun suits and 
pajamas.  Halloween was a busy 
time making costumes for us kids.  
A few times she made costumes for 
Dad and herself and they were al-
ways outstanding and people raved 
over them.  She sewed my wedding 
dress, a stunning number of white 
velvet.  She learned how to do cake 
decorating and after that birthdays 
were even more special.  She made 
nearly everyone's wedding cakes 
(some more than one...), anniver-
sary cakes and baby shower cakes.  
They were beautiful and very pro-
fessional looking.  Dad was a super-
visor at both of his jobs and being 
on a tight budget, Mom created the 
most darling gifts for the employ-
ees.  Each Christmas they eagerly 
looked forward to seeing what she 
had for them.  One creation particu-
larly sticks in my mind.  She made 
the most adorable Santas from old-
fashioned glass chimneys.  The base 
was a circle of styrofoam covered 
with red felt; Santa's eyes, nose and 
cherry mouth were felt glued on the 

chimney and perched on top was a 
red hat with fur trim.  The inside of 
this cute creation was filled with 
peppermint candies.  She also craft-
ed little bazaar items to make a little 
extra money.  I remember crocheted 
poodles to cover nail polish bottles 
and swans made from netting and 
beads covering bars of soap.  She 
was very busy as they were in high 
demand.

 When most of the kids were out 
of high school Mom went to work 
for the US Census Bureau.  She 
started as a typical census taker, 
visiting homes and gathering data.  
Later she started working full-time 
for the bureau, gathering informa-
tion for many different types of sur-
veys.  She spent a lot of time at hos-
pitals reviewing medical records, 
driving in remote areas surveying 
housing, and visiting homes do-
ing health surveys.  She frequently 
traveled to her beloved Hawaii and 
drove all over Southern California.  
After Dad retired from UCR he was 

her road partner and they were a 
tight pair.  After he died, very un-
expectedly, it was work that gave 
her a sense of purpose and helped 
her go forward.  Mom was highly 
regarded for her high level of excel-
lence and her charming personality; 
she received many awards for out-
standing service to the U.S. Census 
Bureau and made a trip to Washing-
ton, DC to receive a top award.

 Mom was a remarkable, lovely, 
engaging woman.  She was a trea-
sured wife and an amazing mother.  
We were all devoted to her and we 
miss her dearly.  Mother's Day is a 
bit less without her.  

                Hughee Marie Williams
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HIGHGROVE
CHURCHES
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10:00 am
11:00 am & 6:00 pm
  7:00 pm Wednesdays

Sunday School:
Church Service:
Bible Study:

Immanuel Baptist Temple
45 Michigan Ave., Highgrove    951-784-1100

Pastor John Pettit

Jose Crespo: Pastorial Coordinator
Parish Office 909-783-3811   Fax 909-783-4689

Christ the Redeemer Catholic Church
12745 Oriole Avenue at Pico Street, Grand Terrace, CA 92313

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Evening 5:00 PM		  Weekly Mon-Fri 8:00 AM
Sunday 8:00 AM & 10:00AM (English) 12PM: (Spanish) 

E-mail: christthereedemergt@sbdiocese.org

Open hearts

Open DoorsOpen minds

“This church has been serving the 
Highgrove community since 1890” 

HIGHGROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
938 Center St., Highgrove , CA 92507

Rev. Nelson Castorillo   909-538-7606   

Free flea bath
1 per customer

Grand View Baptist Church
Pastor Lawrence Caraway

Service at 11:00am
(Across from the G.T. Senior Center)

For more info call  909 825-8224
22755 Vista Grande Way, Grand Terrace, CA 92313

Bauman’s Tow Service, Inc.
Family Owned, Serving Since 1907

Ronnie & Gary Bauman

951-683-8060
FAX  951-369-3932

1944 Spruce St.
Riverside, CA 92507

FREE Wireless  Internet Access at 
Highgrove Library

 530 Center St., Highgrove, CA
951-682-1507

Highgrove Library is open  on the following days, Tuesday 10:00 am to 6:00 
pm, Wednesday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm, Thursday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm, Friday 

12:00 pm to 6:00 pm, Saturday 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, and closed on Monday and 
Sunday.   For more information please call 951-682-1507

Highgrove Library News

ROBERT L. JUNG
__________________D. D. S. _____________________

Family Dentistry * Cosmetic Dentistry * Laser Dentistry * Dental Implants * Conscious Sedation
Early morning and evening appointments available

909-925-7770 / 783-0080        22400 Barton Rd. Suite 8, Grand Terrace

            Zion Assembly Church of God
                    Sundays 11:00 am
       Norton Younglove Community Center
        459 Center St. Highgrove, Ca. 92507

 Join us in learning the word of  
God from the scriptures of the Holy Bible. All are welcome!

www.zacoghighgrove.org
    For more information please call Pastor Pete Sarry at (951) 237 2337

Free Community Breakfast April 30, 2016
                        9:00-10:00 am

Sundays
10am

Wednesdays
6:30pm

refugefellowship.org

459 Center Street, Norton Youglove Community Center



ZORBA’S

Chris’ Burgers

 # 1  450 Iowa Ave., 
 Highgrove, CA • 951-686-5830

# 2  9961 Mission Blvd., 
Glen Avon, CA •  951-360-3977

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon.-Sat. 7am. - 10- p.m.

Sun. 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

S e r v i n g  H i g h g r o v e 
S i n c e  1 9 8 1

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

HIGHGROVE HAPPENINGS
A  BIG  THANK  YOU  TO  ALL  OUR  ADVERTISERS   

Please  Patronize Them: Without Their Support We Could Not  Bring You The Local News

FEEDBACK AND ARTICLES WANTED 

“Dedicated to the improvement of our community through 
awareness and involvement in local issues”

Call:  	 (951) 683-4994
Cell:	 (951) 255-6645, (951) 255-6648 or 
Alex:  Advertising (951)448-7730 
E-mail: highgrovenews@roadrunner.com

HIGHGROVE HAPPENINGS
NEWSPAPER

Publishers & Co-Editors
Ardie Barnett

R.A. “Barney” Barnett
                   Composition	

Ardie Barnett
Danae Jaramillo

RESTAURANT

Web site: http://www.highgrovehappenings.net                                

Writers
R.A.“Barney” Barnett

Phil Turner
Dr. Cynthia Williams

Robert Fakundiny
HOT LINES 

For Articles 
or Advertising

Craving Something New?
Come to Chris’ Burgers!

(951) 781-8542

(951) 682 9000
ATM Machine Available

Open 24 hrs

Your local
John Deere
Dealership

Big improvements are coming
to Highgrove!

Address: 20 Iowa Ave, Highgrove, CA 92507
Phone: (951)  778 3700

Hours: M-F · 7:00 am – 5:00 pm

Serving Breakfast Specials, Lunch Specials, and Family Packs 
at a GREAT Price. Now serving teriyaki plates & fried rice.

       407 Iowa Ave., Highgrove, CA Open
Mon.-Sat. 8am-8pm 
Sun:10:00am-6pm

           WEBSITE: ROSIESMEXICANFOOD.COM

 1145 Calimesa Blvd.                      
Calimesa, CA 92320

909.446.1382

 33076 Yucaipa Blvd. 
Yucaipa, CA 92339 

909.797.7906

 22419 Barton Rd. Grand 
Terrace, CA 92313 
909.824.2944

YES! WE CATER!

*COUPONS GOOD 
FOR GRAND TERRACE 

LOCATION ONLY!

Buy a combo
get a Large drink 

FREE 

No refills or suptitution
Must present coupon

Not Valid with other offers
Grand Terrace location only

Expires 5-31-16

Buy One 
Burrito get one 

1/2 price

Must present coupon 
Not valid with other offers

Grand Terrace location only
Expires 5-31-16

Free Small 
Drink!

with purchase of 
ANY burrito

No refills or suptitution
Must present coupon

Not valid with other offers
Grand Terrace location only

Expires 5-31-16


